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Ad Jesum per Mariam : To Jesus through Mary  
 

Monthly newsletter for parents and friends of Seton Catholic Preparatory High School    

  March/April 2010  

SETON NOTES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

On February 26, 2010 we gathered to celebrate the ground 

breaking for our new classroom/fine arts building.  As I 

was listening to Bishop Olmstedôs homily, I reflected on 

how far we have come in the past few years.  We have 

completed the beautiful St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Chapel 

and have Mass at 7:30 AM daily.  The first phase of the 

sports complex has been completed.  And now we are 

beginning construction on our first classroom building of 

the new campus. 

This new building will enable us to offer our students room 

to explore their talents in drama, choir, orchestra, band, 

dance, and take computer-based art and music classes.  

SCTV, our in-house broadcasting class, will have a studio 

and we will also have a foreign language lab. These 

additions, plus 16 general use classrooms and a black box 

theater that will seat 400, will take Seton Catholic to the 

next level. 

It is a good time to thank all of you for your support and 

prayers.  Because of these, we have the courage to move 

forward with our plans to build the new campus, the 

determination to succeed in continued fundraising efforts, 

and faith in our future. 

Have a blessed Lenten season and a Happy Easter. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Collins 

For Seton Notes submissions, please contact Paula Osterday in the  

Advancement Office at (480) 963-1900, Ext. 2011 or via e-mail at  

POsterday@SetonCHS.org 
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STUDENTS OF 

THE MONTH  

December:  

Amanda Prahl &  

Jared Ruchensky  

 

January:  

Megan Johnson &  

Giuliano Scaini  

Congratulations!  
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MARCH HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Mar  4 Seton Fine Arts Night, Gym, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar  4-7  Spring Kairos 

Mar  8 Booster Club meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m.  All Welcome! 

Mar  11 NHS Mass and Induction Ceremony, Chapel, 7:30 a.m. 

Mar  11 Seton Fine Arts Association Meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar  12 Vocations Fair 

Mar  15 Parent Education Series: There are No Simple Rules for Dating in 2010, Chapel, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar  17 Fathersô Mass, Gym, 8:15 a.m.  

Mar  18-19 NO SCHOOL ð SPRING BREAK  

Mar  22-31 Annual Easter Basket Drive  

Mar   23 Lenten Reconciliation Service, Gym, 10:00 am 

Mar  24 Seton Parent Association meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar  27 Incoming Freshman Registration Day 

Mar  27 MORP Dance 

Mar  30 All Freshmen/Transfer PASS Lunch Meeting 

 

APRIL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Apr  2-9   NO SCHOOL Easter Break  

Apr  8 Seton Fine Arts Association Meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m.      

Apr  12  Booster Club meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m.  All Welcome! 

Apr  13 AIMS Math Test 

Apr  14  Seton Parent Association meeting, Library, 7:00 p.m. 

Apr  16 Prom, Oakwood Country Club, 6:00 p.m. 

Apr  21 Blood Drive  

Apr  23-24 Spring Play, Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m. 

Apr  28 Parent Volunteer Appreciation Mass and Breakfast, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Chapel 

Apr  29 Senior Mass  

Apr  29 Toastmastersô Speech Contest 

Apr  30 Senior Reflection Day, St. Timothy Parish 
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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students, 

By the time you read this we will be at the mid-point of the semester.  Some are tired, others are finding 

rejuvenation in spring, but all look forward to summer, which will be here soon.  Stay focused and hang in there! 

Patrick Reardon 

Assistant Principal for Academics 

 

Planning and Spring Breaks 

ñIt isnôt my fault!  I had two tests and a paper due on the same day!ò  As much as we try, it is impossible not to 

have assignments due at the same time.  This is particularly true right before spring break.  Parents, please help 

us keep our students on track and ahead of the curve by reminding them to plan ahead so that they donôt feel the 

crunch right before the break. 

Practice, practice, practice 

Just a reminder that sports practices may not begin until 3:45 so that students may take care of their 

academics.  Students who are making up a test during 8th hour must finish the test, or whatever has caused them 

to be with the teacher, before leaving for practice. Teachers will write passes so that the coach knows where he or 

she was passing the time. Coaches may not demand that students leave the classroom in order to be on time for 

practice. 

Registration and Scheduling 

The counselors have met with the students to create schedules for next year. Talk to your child about his/her 

goals and aspirations, especially as they relate to college choices.  If you would like to be more involved in the 

choices, please contact their counselor. 

Enrollment in Honors classes is based on recommendations from the departments and final determination will be 

made in May, with any adjustments made at that time.  It is too early to make a final determination, so students 

who have been approved for Honors still need to continue to put forth the effort that has put served them well to 

this point, and those who are ñon the bubbleò should evaluate what they can do to get to the next level. 

College Scholarships 

Please continue to send us your scholarship information. This includes both academic and athletic and includes 

all scholarships offered to the student, whether or not they are accepted.  This is both a source of pride for our 

community and a way for us to track the success of our students.  Remember to include the institution, the name 

of the award and the total value of the award.  Information may be sent either directly to me or to your studentôs 

counselor. 

Academic Letters 

Students who have achieved a consistently high academic standing may apply in April to be awarded an 

academic letter for their achievement.  Pick up an application in the Counseling Center. 

 

 

       Continued on page 10 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:  
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From the Office of the Dean of Studentsé 

 

HELP! The Skirts are Shrinking!  

Parents and female students, we are in need of your HELP! .  Our skirt lengths are shrinking as 

the semester rolls on.  It is very important that all students are in compliance with the uniform policy 

which clearly states girlsô skirts must be to the knee.  This does not mean three inches above or even 

one inch above, it clearly means to the knee. 

Skirts that are too short can be exchanged, free of charge, for an appropriate length skirt, in the 

Deanôs Office. 

 

  

          ñTo the Kneeò      ñAbove the Kneeò  ñWay Above the Kneeò 

 

Also, please remind your student that uniform shirts must be worn under sweatshirts. 

 

Sweatshirts!   Sweatshirts!  Sweatshirts! 

2010 ï 2011 UNIFORM POLICY CHANGE  

In an attempt to stay as close to our school colors as possible, starting with the 2010 ï 2011 

academic school year, the only sweatshirts/jackets allowed to be worn during the school day will 

need to be RED, GOLD, HEATHER GREY or WHITE .   Previously purchased sweatshirts and 

jackets in other colors (hooded or not hooded) will NOT be a part of the Seton Catholic Preparatory 

Uniform Policy.   

All previously approved Seton Catholic Preparatory Sweatshirts (including black hooded sweatshirts) 

are allowed to be worn for the remainder of the 2009-2010 academic school year only.   

Note:  ñApprovedò jackets and sweatshirts are those purchased through Educational Outfitters, the 

Seton Spirit Shop, Booster Club, and any Seton club, organization or athletic team.  Items created by 

a parent, student, or outside organization (including AIA or outside tournaments) are NOT 

approved items. 

The above policy is in effect Monday through Friday of each week. 
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The Parent Education Series Continues on  

Monday, March 15 at 7:00PM 
  

There are No Simple Rules for Dating in 2010 

Presented by Candice Kochis, LMSW and Seton Alumnae 

Student Assemblies: 8:15AM & 9:15AM 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Chapel 

Parent Assembly: 7:00PM 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Chapel 

From the Dean of Students, cont. 

An Important Safety Reminder to all Parents and Students 
  

Over the last few weeks some students have reported having items stolen from their backpacks or gym bags.  As 

a result of these situations, I would like to remind both parents and students of the following: 

 

If you are currently in a physical education class or playing a spring sport, please make sure you 

put your personal items in your locker and make sure the lock is secure at all times. 

 

If you have not been assigned a locker, please see your teacher, Mr. Bitler or Mr. Kochis 

immediately to remedy the situation. 

 

Do not share your school or PE/athletic locker with anyone. 

 

Do not share your locker combination with anyone. 

 

Please report any suspicious activity involving a studentôs personal belongings to Mrs. Grindey 

immediately. 

 

Rememberé.touching another studentôs personal belongings in not acceptable behavior and will 

not be tolerated.  Such action will be subject to disciplinary action. 

 

All teachers and coaches have discussed these issues with their first period classes and their athletic teams.  

Thank you for your support! 
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From the Advancement Officeé 

 

Setonõs 25th Annual Student Fundraiser õTHON  

òWalk so they can Rideó 
 

~The students of Seton Catholic Preparatory High School went well beyond expectations in 
this yearôs Seton óTHON!  Led by Seton ôTHON Co-Chairs, Madison Freed ô10 and Jared 

Ruchensky  ó10 almost all of the Seton students ñwalked so they can rideò!  The Seton óTHON 
donations this year grew by 32% over last yearôs donations, a testament to the hard work of the 
students! A local favorite, Someburroôs Restaurant, generously donated lunch for the students 

following their walk.  The students also enjoyed a morning of games and raffle prizes.~  

The St. Vincent de Paul ministry of ñShifting Gearsò received a generous donation to their 
outreach program from the students of Seton Catholic Prep.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A check being presented to the representatives of the St. Vincent de Paul ñShifting Gearsò 
ministry located in downtown Phoenix.  

 

The two student Co -Chairs of the Seton óTHON, Jared Ruchensky and Madison Freed, are 
pictured with Tim Vasquez, owner of Someburros Great Mexican Food, Zack Widbin and 

Francisco Alatorre, Director, both of St. Vincent de Paul.  
 

Photographs of óTHON presentation  

Compliments of Mr. Adam Rodriguez of  

Adamôs Photography, and father of Kelsey Rodriguez, Class of 2010 

___________________________________________________________ 

Save the Date for Seton after Dark!  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2010  

CROWNE PLAZA SAN MARCOS GOLF RESORT PAVILLION  

CHANDLER  
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From the Advancement Officeé 
 

 Seton Catholic Preparatory High School announces 

The NEW CLASSROOM BUILDING GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY 

AND BLESSING RITE occurred on FEBRUARY 26, 2010  

With The Most Reverend Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted and 

The Quail Dancer Students from St. Peters Mission School  

 

With the Southeast Valley continuing to experience growth, Seton Catholic Preparatory High School is 

responding to the needs of the community by breaking ground on a new classroom building, the second 

building of a new campus facility that will help grow a proud academic institution and eventually house up 

to 1,000 students.  The home of several National Merit Finalists, Seton Catholic Preparatory High School is 

emerging as a leader in college preparatory education, and is currently the only Catholic high school 

institution in the East Valley.  The school presently has a waiting list for the incoming freshman class. 

The new classroom building will be a three-story, 55,000 sq. ft. building and will be built to the west of the 

chapel. The classroom building will provide a much needed new fine arts level, a black box theater with 

seating for 400 and 16 additional classrooms.  When completed, we will be able to increase enrollment to 700 

students. Construction of the shell of the building will begin soon with interior completion to follow.   

For more information on making a pledge to the building, please contact Paula Osterday at 

480.963.1900, Ext. 2011. 

       

Construction begins on new Seton Catholic Preparatory Classroom Building 


